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(c) Personnel providing coverage of an
open meeting or hearing of the committee by
internet broadcast, other than through the
Committee Broadcast System shall be cur-
rently accredited to the Radio and Tele-
vision Correspondents’ Galleries. If the Com-
mittee Broadcast System is not available,
the chairman may, with the concurrence of
the ranking minority member, direct staff to
provide coverage in a manner that is fair and
nonpartisan and in accordance with House
Rule XI, clause 4.

RULE 12—ADDITIONAL DUTIES OF CHAIRMAN

The chairman of the full committee shall:

(a) Make available to other committees
the findings and recommendations resulting
from the investigations of the committee as
required by House Rule X, clause 4(c)(2);

(b) Direct such review and studies on the
impact or probable impact of tax policies af-
fecting subjects within the committee’s ju-
risdiction as required by House Rule X,
clause 2(c);

(c) Submit to the Committee on the Budg-
et views and estimates required by House
Rule X, clause 4(f), and to file reports with
the House as required by the Congressional
Budget Act;

(d) Authorize and issue subpoenas as pro-
vided in House Rule XI, clause 2(m), in the
conduct of any investigation or activity or
series of investigations or activities within
the jurisdiction of the Committee;

(e) Prepare, after consultation with the
ranking minority member, a budget for the
Committee;

(f) Make any necessary technical and con-
forming changes to legislation reported by
the committee upon unanimous consent; and

(g) Offer motions under clause 1 of Rule
XXII of the Rules of the House (motion to re-
quest or agree to a conference) whenever the
chairman considers it appropriate.

RULE 13—CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN BILLS AND
RESOLUTIONS

(a) The determination of the subject mat-
ter of commemorative stamps and new semi-
postal issues is properly for consideration by
the Postmaster General and the committee
will not give consideration to legislative pro-
posals specifying the subject matter of com-
memorative stamps and new semi-postal
issues. It is suggested that recommendations
for the subject matter of stamps be sub-
mitted to the Postmaster General.

(b) The consideration of bills designating
facilities of the United States Postal Service
shall be conducted so as to minimize the
time spent on such matters by the com-
mittee and the House of Representatives.

(c) The chairman shall not request to have
scheduled any resolution for consideration
under suspension of the Rules, which ex-
presses appreciation, commends, congratu-
lates, celebrates, recognizes the accomplish-
ments of, or celebrates the anniversary of,
an entity, event, group, individual, institu-
tion, team or government program; or ac-
knowledges or recognizes a period of time for
such purposes.

RULE 14—PANELS AND TASK FORCES

(a) The chairman of the full committee is
authorized to appoint panels or task forces
to carry out the duties and functions of the
committee.

(b) The chairman and ranking minority
member of the full committee may serve as
ex-officio members of each panel or task
force.

(¢) The chairman of any panel or task force
shall be appointed by the chairman of the
full committee. The ranking minority mem-
ber of the full committee shall select a rank-
ing minority member for each panel or task
force.

(d) The House and committee rules appli-
cable to subcommittee meetings, hearings,
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recommendations, and reports shall apply to
the meetings, hearings, recommendations,
and reports of panels and task forces.

(e) No panel or task force so appointed
shall continue in existence for more than six
months. A panel or task force so appointed
may, upon the expiration of six months, be
reappointed by the chairman.

RULE 15—DEPOSITION AUTHORITY

(a) The chairman of the full committee,
upon consultation with the ranking minority
member of the full committee, may order
the taking of depositions, under oath and
pursuant to notice or subpoena.

(b) Notices for the taking of depositions
shall specify the date, time, and place of ex-
amination (if other than within the com-
mittee offices). Depositions shall be taken
under oath administered by a member or a
person otherwise authorized to administer
oaths.

(c) Consultation with the ranking minority
member shall include three business days no-
tice before any deposition is taken. All mem-
bers shall also receive three business days
notice that a deposition has been scheduled.

(d) Witnesses may be accompanied at a
deposition by counsel to advise them of their
rights. No one may be present at depositions
except members, committee staff designated
by the chairman or ranking minority mem-
ber of the full committee, an official re-
porter, the witness, and the witness’s coun-
sel. Observers or counsel for other persons,
or for agencies under investigation, may not
attend.

(e) At least one member of the committee
shall be present at each deposition taken by
the committee, unless the witness to be de-
posed agrees in writing to waive this require-
ment.

(f) A deposition shall be conducted by any
member or staff attorney designated by the
chairman or ranking minority member.
When depositions are conducted by com-
mittee staff attorneys, there shall be no
more than two committee staff attorneys
permitted to question a witness per round.
One of the committee staff attorneys shall
be designated by the chairman and the other
by the ranking minority member. Other
committee staff members designated by the
chairman or ranking minority member may
attend, but may not pose questions to the
witness.

(g) Questions in the deposition shall be
propounded in rounds, alternating between
the majority and minority. A single round
shall not exceed 60 minutes per side, unless
the members or staff attorneys conducting
the deposition agree to a different length of
questioning. In each round, a member or
committee staff attorney designated by the
chairman shall ask questions first, and the
member or committee staff attorney des-
ignated by the ranking minority member
shall ask questions second.

(h) Any objection made during a deposition
must be stated concisely and in a non-argu-
mentative and non-suggestive manner. The
witness may refuse to answer a question
only to preserve a privilege. When the wit-
ness has objected and refused to answer a
question to preserve a privilege, the full
committee chairman may rule on any such
objection after the deposition has adjourned.
If the chairman overrules any such objection
and thereby orders a witness to answer any
question to which a privilege objection was
lodged, such ruling shall be filed with the
clerk of the committee and shall be provided
to the members and the witness no less than
three days before the reconvened deposition.
If a member of the committee appeals in
writing the ruling of the chairman, the ap-
peal shall be preserved for committee consid-
eration. A deponent who refuses to answer a
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question after being directed to answer by
the chairman in writing may be subject to
sanction, except that no sanctions may be
imposed if the ruling of the chairman is re-
versed on appeal.

(i) Committee staff shall ensure that the
testimony is either transcribed or electroni-
cally recorded or both. If a witness’s testi-
mony is transcribed, the witness or the
witness’s counsel shall be afforded an oppor-
tunity to review a copy. No later than five
days thereafter, the witness may submit sug-
gested changes to the chairman. Committee
staff may make any typographical and tech-
nical changes.. Substantive changes, modi-
fications, clarifications, or amendments to
the deposition transcript submitted by the
witness must be accompanied by a letter
signed by the witness requesting the changes
and a statement of the witness’s reasons for
each proposed change. Any substantive
changes, modifications, clarifications, or
amendments shall be included as an appen-
dix to the transcript conditioned upon the
witness signing the transcript.

(j) The individual administering the oath,
if other than a member, shall certify on the
transcript that the witness was duly sworn.
The transcriber shall certify that the tran-
script is a true record of the testimony, and
the transcript shall be filed, together with
any electronic recording, with the clerk of
the Committee in Washington, DC. Deposi-
tions shall be considered to have been taken
in Washington, DC, as well as the location
actually taken once filed there with the
clerk of the Committee for the Committee’s
use. The chairman and the ranking minority
member of the full committee shall be pro-
vided with a copy of the transcripts of the
deposition at the same time.

(k) The chairman and ranking minority
member of the full committee shall consult
regarding the release of depositions. If either
objects in writing to a proposed release of a
deposition or a portion thereof, the matter
shall be promptly referred to the full com-
mittee for resolution.

(1) A witness shall not be required to tes-
tify unless the witness has been provided
with a copy of the committee’s rules.

————————

ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the House stands adjourned
until noon tomorrow for morning-hour
debate.

There was no objection.

Thereupon (at 1 o’clock and 5 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, February 10, 2015, at noon for
morning-hour debate.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

3563. A letter from the Acting Congressional
Review Coordinator, Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service, Department of
Agriculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Animal Welfare; Retail Pet
Stores and Licensing Exemptions; Technical
Amendment [Docket No.: APHIS-2011-0003]
(RIN: 0579-AD57) received January 27, 2015,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

3564. A letter from the Under Secretary,
Personnel and Readiness, Department of De-
fense, transmitting authorization for Colonel
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